Study objectives: In this study, we sought to determine whether changes in the concentration of vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP) On the day of experiment, the rats were anesthetised using halothane (2.5%) in nitrous oxide (1.0 L min""1) and oxygen (0.5 L CHEST /108 / 2 / AUGUST, 1995 535
the normal-sodium diet (378.13±41.68 fmol/g of tis¬ sue) was significantly greater than that of rats that had received either the high-sodium (182.64±28.63 fmol/g of tissue; p<0.005) or the low-sodium (137.30±26.11 fmol/g of tissue; p<0.0005) diets. It was also signifi¬ cantly greater than that of the rats given furosemide and a low-sodium diet (78.47±4.98 fmol/g of tissue; p<0.0005) (Fig 3) . The pulmonary VIP concentrations of the rats that had received both the low-and highsodium diets were also significantly greater than that of the rats given furosemide in addition to the low-sodium diet (low: p<0.05; high: p<0.005).
Discussion
This study demonstrates that the amount of sodium ingested in the diet can influence both the plasma and pulmonary concentrations ofVIP. In animals that were fed the high-sodium diet, the pulmonary concentra¬ tions of VIP were significantly lower than in animals given the normal-sodium diet. In 
